ALLIES ON THE DEFENSIVE
Ala when the French pressed it hard, though at that time
Chennapattan also had gone into the hands of the French. Of
all the amirs of Hind and the Deccan, Hazrat-i-Ala is the
only helper and supporter of our community. Formerly he had
the open help of the ra'ls of the Deccan and the hearty
support of the Sultan, because he has the hereditary right to
the ni&amat of Arcot, which is supported by the sanad of
Sultan. Hence the power of the enemies did not succeed.
Even now we are to be a little firm till help conies forth from
various sides. In these circumstances it is necessary to be cool
and collected and attempt to be firm in defending the fort.
How long could the affairs of the French be strong, with the
assistance of Riza All Khan, an imposter supported by 110 sanad ?
However they are very proud on account of their union with
unsteady authority; but they will very soon find disgrace after
the arrival of our army."
After dispatching this letter they vacated all the forts
according to the advice of Hazrat-i-Ala. Some forts were
filled with gunpowder, set fire to, and blown up. Then they
exerted themselves to strengthen the forts of Chennapattan and
Nattharnagar. Of the English forces which numbered in all
two thousand soldiers, one thousand five hundred men were
commissioned under the command of General Lawrence to
protect Chennapattan, while five hundred men under Major
Prishtan were sent to the fort of Nattharnagar. Of the
forces of the sarkar two-thirds were appointed to defend
Chennapattan, under the command of Abrar Khan, and
Ghazanfar All Khan, the bakhshls of the army and Sayyid
Fatah AH Khan, Mir Asadtfllah Khan and other intimate,
intelligent, and skilful companions of the Nawwab, while the
remaining one-third under Sayyid Majdidum All Khan, Sayyid
AH Khan, Sayyid Nasir AH Khan and others were deputed to
guard Nattharnagar.
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